
Fringe Schools Poster Competition 1 Stage 4, age 14-16

The search for the official poster for the 2015 Edinburgh Festival Fringe has begun!

Each year we ask schoolchildren from across Scotland to send us bright, colourful, bold and imaginative 
posters capturing their interpretation of the Fringe. This is the chance for your class to learn about, and be 
part of, the biggest arts festival in the world.

The aim
This lesson plan aims to introduce your class to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and help inspire them to create 
their own posters. The plan is divided into six separate lessons:

1. Lesson 1 – Introduction to the Fringe and the competition
2. Lesson 2 – Poster critics
3. Lesson 3 – Art styles
4. Lesson 4 – Design process
5. Lesson 5 – Create your own poster
6. Lesson 6 – Presentation

Achievable targets and aims for the competition: 

1. Pupils will learn about the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
2. Pupils will analyse images to describe what they see.
3. Pupils will analyse posters to describe what materials have been used to create the poster.
4. Pupils will make informed decisions about design and what materials will be used for their  

own poster design.
5. Pupils will think about and create a poster design.
6. Pupils will assess the poster they have created and relate back to the words and images they had 

previously analysed. 
Learning experiences and outcomes are detailed at the end of the plans.

How to use this plan
•	 Use this lesson plan long with the activity sheet and slideshow available to download on  

edfringe.com/poster.

•	 Photocopy the activity sheet and hand it out to your class.

•	 Where possible, project the slideshow to aid with the lesson plans, alternatively, you can use the online 
gallery of images and past winners to inform your class about the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

•	 Choose one art technique or material/range of materials that your class will use for creating  
their posters.

Available resources
•	 Slideshow available to download

•	 Activity sheets

•	 Online image gallery

•	 Online video and scenes from the Festival Fringe
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Lesson 1 – Introduction to the Fringe and the competition
Follow the below steps to get started with Lesson 1.

Introduce the Edinburgh Festival Fringe to your class by explaining a few key points 
about the festival. The activity sheet hand-out includes a factsheet on page 3.

After you have gone through the factsheet, ask your class to complete the word puzzle on 
page 4. 

Activity 1:  
Introduce the Fringe Schools Poster Competition to your class.

Explain that every year the official Fringe Poster is chosen from thousands of designs 
from schoolchildren across Scotland. The winning poster will be used as the official 
poster for the 2015 Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and the design will also be used for a 
range of merchandise including t-shirts, mugs and postcards. 

Ask your class to turn to page 5 of the activity sheet and write down what they think 
should be considered when creating this kind of design, discussing factors such as:
•	 colours and shapes
•	 materials and style
•	 mood and message. 

Explain to your class that before starting work on their posters they will be finding 
inspiration from a range of different activities, and that this is an important part of the 
design process. 

Go through the design brief and design specifications below with your class, explaining 
how working to a brief is a key aspect of a design process. The design brief is also 
available in the entry pack, and more detailed entry specifications are also included in 
the entry pack. 

Design Brief:
1. Make your poster as colourful, eye-catching and fun as possible.
2. Be original – we are looking for imaginative posters that will stand out from  

the crowd.
3. Looking at the previous winners on the slide, how could you make your poster 

different to previous winners?
4. Your poster could reflect the variety of the Fringe.
5. During August Edinburgh is filled with laughter, dancing, singing, costumes, 

performers, and audiences from all over the world. Do you want to include any of 
these in your poster?

6. Although there is no set theme, posters could loosely work to the ‘wonders of the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe’. 

Introduce your class to the competition.
•	 Tell them they have been asked to create a colourful poster that represents the Fringe.
•	 Explain that they are going to think about what words and phrases they would use to 

sum up the Fringe.
•	 Ask your class to think about the slideshow and write down three words and phrases 

they would use to represent the Fringe. 

Explain the Do’s and Don’t’s section of the activity sheet on page 6. 

Activity Completed  
 Y/N
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Activity 2:  
Put your class into pairs and show the slideshow and short film of the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe (available on www.edfringe.com/about-us/poster/video-gallery). 
Ask your pupils to turn to page 8 of the activity sheet and complete the following tasks:

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

Lesson 2 – Poster critics
Follow the below steps to get started with Lesson 2.

Activity 1: Introduce four of the Fringe posters available on slides 
6-12 to your class and ask the class to come up with suggestions for 
how each poster relates to the Scenes from the Fringe on slides 1-6 or 
to the online video. 

With the whole class, for each poster discuss:

•	  What message is the poster trying to convey?

•	  What can you see (shapes/colour/shading/tone, etc)?

•	  Do you recognise the influence of any artists?

•	  What is the mood of the poster?

•	  Which materials are used? How are they applied?

•	  What do you like about the posters? Why? 

Activity 2: Individually, ask each pupil to choose one of the remaining 
two Fringe posters to critique, using the questions above and writing 
down their answers on page 7 of the activity sheet.

In the same pairs as before, ask the class to compare their answers with  
their partners. 

Festival Fringe (available on www.edfringe.com/about-us/poster/video-gallery).  
Ask your pupils to turn to page 5 of the activity sheet and complete the following tasks:

1. While they are watching the gallery ask the class, in their pairs, to talk about              
and then write down who, what, why, where, when.

2. In the same pairs, ask your class to discuss any shows or arts events that they 
have been to either at the Fringe or in their local area. Ask each pupil to 
interview their partner about the show or event and write down the answers, then 
report back to the rest of the class. 
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Lesson 3 – Designer’s mood board
Follow the below steps to get started with Lesson 3.

Activity 1: Using the activity sheet notes from Lesson 1 and the 
slideshow images, ask your class to turn to page 9 of the activity 
sheet. Explain that the children will be creating their own posters 
using materials of their choice. 

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

With the whole class, talk about different sources that a designer could use for 
gathering information and inspiration for a project.

Introduce your class to the idea of mood boards:

•	 Mood boards can be used by designers to collect ideas for a project, and come 
up with an overall look or theme for a design.

•	 Explain to your class that they will be gathering information and images to make 
their own mood boards. These should be filled will words and pictures that they 
think could be useful as inspiration for creating their own Fringe posters. 

Activity 2: Put the class into pairs, and ask them to use the internet/ 
the available resources/both to gather information and images that 
they think could inspire their poster designs.

In their pairs, pupils should then cut out and stick the images to create their mood 
board, including any relevant words or ideas that they have found.

Plan your poster. Ask your class to turn page 10 and think about how they would like 
their poster to look and what materials they would like to use. 

Ask each pair to present their mood board or plan to the rest of the class, explaining 
how they found their images and information and why they chose those particular 
examples. 

Hand out A3 paper and art materials to your class. Posters must be portrait layout. 
Landscape posters will not be accepted.

Your pupils can now create their posters. Remind your pupils that they can refer to the 
activity sheet they have completed at any point. 
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Lesson 4 – Art Style
Follow the below steps to get started with Lesson 4.

Resources: Examples of different artwork that is bright and bold, either as a 
slideshow on an electronic whiteboard, or as print-outs that can be handed out to 
every pupil, for example:

•	  Film, theatre or museum posters

•	  Logos or advertising campaigns that use bold colours and striking designs

•	  Examples of the work of artists belonging to different art movements (such as Pop 
Art, Cubism or Impressionism) or who use a variety of different techniques (such 
as printing, sculpture or graffiti). 

Activity 1: With the whole class, look at two or three different 
artworks, in different styles, and ask the class to discuss the 
artworks, using the following format:

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

Describe it
•	  What words would you use to describe it?

Relate to it
•	 What interests you most about this work?

Analyse it
•	 What can you tell us about the colours used?

Interpret it
•	 What do you think is happening in the image?

Evaluate it
•	 What do you think is good about the artwork? 

Ask your class to use the same format to critique another artwork – this can be done 
either individually or in pairs, and the answers to the above questions should be written 
down on page 11 of the activity sheet and either shared with the rest of the class or 
with their partner. 

Lesson 5 – Create the poster
Follow the steps to get started with Lesson 5.

Activity 1: Ask your class to look over all of the information gathered 
and ideas on the mood board.

•	 Remind your class of the design brief and design specifications.

•	 With these ideas in mind, and considering the style, content, layout and purpose 
of their posters, ask your class to select the art materials that they would like to use 
for creating their poster designs. 

Activity 2: The class create their own posters. 
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Lesson 6 – Assess the poster
Follow the steps below to get started with Lesson 6.

Activity 1: Turning to page 13, ask your class to write down an assessment of their 
poster, answering the following questions:

Activity Completed  
 Y/N

•	 What message do you think the poster conveys? What is the mood of  
your poster?

•	 Which shapes, colours, shading and tone are used in your poster and why?

•	 Which materials did you use? How did you apply these?

•	 Was the poster influenced by any artists or styles?

•	 Do you think your poster meets the design brief? 

Put your class into pairs and ask them to assess each other’s posters using the above 
questions. 

Curriculum for Excellence – Experience and Outcomes
Experiences  LIT 1-0    Learning outcomes
I can independently select ideas and relevant information for different purposes, organise essential 
information or ideas and any supporting detail in a logical order, and use suitable vocabulary to 
communicate effectively with my audience. LIT 3-06a

When listening and talking to other for different purposes, I can:
•	  Communicate information, ideas or opinions
•	  Explain processes, concepts or ideas
•	  Identify issues raised, summarise findings or draw conclusions LIT 3-09a

Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort, summarise, link and 
use information from different sources. LIT 3-14a

I can consider the impact that layout and presentation will have on my reader, selecting and using a variety 
of features appropriate to purpose and audience. LIT 3-24a

I can respond to the work of artists and designers by discussing my thoughts and feelings. I can give and 
accept constructive comments on my own and others’ work. EXA 0-07a
 EXA 1-07a
 EXA 2-07a
 EXA 3-07a
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